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OPINION 1456 

Ammonites (currently Euaspidoceras)perarmatus J. Sowerby, June 1822 
(Cephalopoda, Ammonoidea): conserved despite the senior primary 
homonym Ammonites (currently Peronoceras) perarmatus Young & 

Bird, [May] 1822 

Ruling 

(1) Under the plenary powers it is hereby declared that Ammonites perarmatus J. 
Sowerby, June 1822 is not rendered invalid by the prior use of Ammonites perarmatus 
Young & Bird, [May] 1822. 

(2) The name Euaspidoceras Spath, 1931 (type species, by original designation 
Ammonites perarmatus J. Sowerby, 1822) is hereby placed on the Official List of 
Generic Names in Zoology. 

(3) The name perarmatus J. Sowerby, June 1822, as published in the binomen 
Ammonites perarmatus , and as conserved in (1) above, is hereby placed on the Official 
List of Specific Names in Zoology. 

(4) The name perarmatus Young & Bird, [May 1822], as published in the binomen 
Ammonites perarmatus , is hereby placed on the Official List of Specific Names in 
Zoology. 

History of case 2479 

An application for a ruling on the homonymy between Ammonites perarmatus J. 
Sowerby, 1822 and Ammonites perarmatus Young & Bird, 1822 was received from Dr 
M. K. Howarth ( British Museum (Natural History), London) on 5 June 1984. The case 
was published in BZN 43: 75-77 (April 1986). Notice of the possible use of the plenary 
powers was given in the same part of the Bulletin as well as to twelve general and 
four specialist serials. A supportive comment was received from Dr D. T. Donovan 
(University College, London). 

Decision of the Commission 

On 1 March 1987 the members of the Commission were invited to vote for or against 
the proposals set out in BZN 43: 76. At the close of the voting period on 1 June 1987 the 
state of the voting was as follows: 

Affirmative votes—19: Alvarado, Bayer, Cocks, Corliss, Gruchy, Hahn, 
Halvorsen, Heppell, Holthuis, Kraus, Melville, Mroczkowski, Ride, Savage, Schuster, 
Starobogatov, Trjapitzin, Ueno, Willink 
Negative votes — 4: Cogger, Kabata, Lehtinen, Thompson. 

No votes were returned by Bernardi and Dupuis. 

Kabata and Thompson considered that the replacement of junior primary hom¬ 
onyms was an important matter of principle which should not be set aside in this 
instance. Cogger commented that perarmatus J. Sowerby could have been given 
precedence over perarmatus Young & Bird, the latter being then replaced. Ride wished 
to emphasize that perarmatus Young & Bird is not in any way invalidated by the 
present vote, and this name has been placed on the Official List of Specific Names in 
Zoology. 
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Original references 

The following are the original references to the names placed on Official Lists by the ruling 
given in the present Opinion: 

Euaspidoceras Spath, 1931, Polaeontographica indica, 9(2): 326. 

perarmatus, Ammonites, J. Sowerby, June 1822, The Mineral Conchology of Great Britain, vol. 4, 
P- 72. 

perarmatus. Ammonites, Young & Bird, [May] 1822, A geological survey of the Yorkshire coast, 
p. 249. 


